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President’s report 


hen | sat down to write the annual President’s 


report, | found that | had exceeded the space limit 


by a whole page and had to prune it back. This was 
because there were so many people within the GFNC 


that deserved recognition for their contributions and there 
were so many activities, projects, reviews and tasks that 


were undertaken during the year. 


| believe that we have successfully upheld the core 
values, as written in our original constitution that | have 
copied below, to help remind us of the purposes of our 
Club: 


Barry Lingham 


To preserve and protect Australian flora and fauna. 


To issue statements and comments on proposals 
regarding the management of areas of ecological 
significance, so as to aid the conservation of natural 
resources and the protection of endangered species 
and habitats. 


To faithfully record information, to disseminate 
knowledge on, and to act as, a source of information 
and opinion on matters relevant to the Association’s 
purposes. 


1. To stimulate the study and appreciation of natural | will continue to be involved as a committee member, but 

history by: it is time for new members to lead us into the future. | 
extend my sincere thanks to everyone who has helped 
support the GFNC during my time as President of this 
wonderful club. 


a) lectures, discussions and visits to areas 
displaying features of ecological significance; 


b) taking part in ecological surveys and field 
studies from time to time. 


Tonight... 
....It is the AGM and members’ night. Chrissy Freestone will present highlights of her recent trip to Antarctica. 


In May.... 

...Pat Wright, an ambassador for the Australian Botanical Gardens Association, will present ‘Who's the 
Smartest—Plants or Animals?'—a quirky approach to the often complex relationships between plants and animals. 
Pat presents the facts, in a light-hearted way, leaving the audience to draw their own conclusions. 


Pat is a trained adult educator, having retired from the Canberra Institute of Technology towards the end of last 
century. As well, she is a trained Botanic Guide and Explainer (with groups of young people from pre-school to 
university level). Pat will be accompanied by her husband, Warwick, retired agronomist, educator and trained guide. 


GFNC website 


www.gfnc.org.au 
Visit the GFNC website to submit your observations or 


GFNC is on Facebook 
http://www.facebook.com/geelongfnc 


An online discussion group for members 


photos, keep up to date with forthcoming events, read 


s 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club (Di_. 


Observations 


Any observations (plant, mammal, bird, reptile, invertebrate etc.) can be submitted to the GFNC website (go to the 
Observations tab), emailed to the GFNC email address or phoned to Barry Lingham (5255 4291) so that they 
can be incorporated onto the site. 


Email address: info@gfnc.org.au 


Members are encouraged to arrive early at 


i The photo on the front cover, by Trevor Pescott, is of a 
general meetings. 


Gould’s Long-eared Bat, taken at Yaugher. March 2016. 


The photo on the back cover, by Tracey Hinton, is of 
dewdrops on a spider’s web, near Mt Leura. March 2016. 


The room will be open at 7.15 p.m. to allow members to chat 
to other members and visitors. 
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| am proud to have been associated with the dedicated 
and talented team that make up the Geelong Field 
Naturalists Club committee. Over the past 12 months, 
they have continued to uphold the values and traditions 
of our Club by working tirelessly to undertake the smooth 
operation of all the GFNC activities. All committee 
members became involved in extended roles through 
participation in other sub-groups of the GFNC. On behalf 
of all the members, | commend them all for their 
excellent work. 


The traditional key activities of the committee over the 
last year include: 


e overseeing the GFNC finances, budgeting processes 
and expenditure; 


e developing the annual program of activities including 
monthly excursions and speakers; and 


e compiling a lists of duties and duty holders within the 
GFNC. 


The committee also oversees the various sub-groups of 
the GFNC including: 


e the Publications sub-group that meets annually to 
review the Geelong Naturalist, the Geelong Bird 
Report and the GFNC website and Facebook page; 


e the Library sub-group; 


e the Conservation sub-group that includes the special 
Moolap and Avalon working group; 


e the special interest groups of the GFNC made up of 
the Bird Group, the Fauna Survey Group, the Plant 
Group and the Cadets junior group; 


e organisation of the Boneseed pulling activities at the 
You Yangs; 


e participation in the Clean Up Australia day with a 
working bee at Jerringot. 


| wish to acknowledge the efforts of Chrissy Freestone as 
Editor of the Geelong Naturalist. Our magazine has 
continued to evolve into an even more interesting and 
well-respected publication. 


Dean Hewish used his talents and energy to continually 
upgrade the GFNC website. He also constructed the new 
website to host information on the Moolap Saltworks 
zone. 


Craig Morley has worked tirelessly to oversee the 
processes used through eBird and the GFNC website to 
record observations of birds within the Geelong Region 
and to produce the latest edition of the Geelong Bird 
Report. Craig has also successfully organised the Bird 
Group program of speakers and excursions with 
assistance from Lynne Clark. 


Barry Lingham 


Trevor Pescott has continued his 55+ years of service to 
the GFNC through the coordination of the Fauna Survey 
Group. This group has been actively surveying fauna in a 
range of habits across Geelong and Western Victoria 
and has plans to purchase a trailer and extra survey 
equipment in the near future. 


The Plant Group has a small, but enthusiastic group that 
are developing their botanical knowledge through sharing 
photos and information about local plants. 


The Cadets have recently had fewer youngsters in 
attendance, but a range of interesting excursions and 
evening activities have been undertaken during the past 
year, under the guidance of Jeff Dagg. 


John Newman coordinated the difficult and intensive 
work undertaken by the Moolap and Avalon working 
group in presenting information and presentations to 
various Community groups and then preparing the 
detailed and comprehensive submission to the DELWP 
Moolap Coastal Strategic Framework Plan. Special 
thanks to all those involved in the extensive tasks 
undertaken by this working group. 


A core working party cooperated to complete the 
considerable planning and preliminary work for SEANA 
Campout to be held at Queenscliff in early April 2016. 
Thanks to those involved. 


Deborah Evans continued to manage the memberships 
and Jan Venters and Joan Korn were responsible for the 
efficient distribution of the Geelong Naturalist and 
ensuring people were greeted as they entered the 
meeting room. 


| also wish to acknowledge the many members who 
willingly assist in all the day-to-day tasks that have to be 
done. Whether it was helping out during meetings at the 
club rooms, leading excursions, attending excursions 
and helping to create excursion reports, submitting items 
to the Geelong Naturalist, assisting at Boneseed pulling 
or Clean Up Australia Day, we appreciate their efforts in 
helping out when they saw a need. 


Other activities 


1. GFNC Records 

Some years ago, the vast amount of material 
accumulated by the GFNC exceeded our storage 
capacity at the club rooms and we hired a temporary 
storage facility. This short-term measure extended for 
many extra years. Rod Lowther was able to coordinate 
the removal and sorting through the material. Eventually 
we were able to store the remaining material 
successfully. 
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2. The ‘Missing Years’ Geelong Bird Reports 

For many years, Rob Ganly had been collecting the bird 
observations from the ‘missing years, 1986, 1987, 1990’ of 
the Geelong Bird Report. These observations were 
published, completing the series of Geelong Bird Reports. 
Well done to Rob on completing this challenging task. 


3. Copyright Issues 

David Boyle and Bernie Lingham investigated the 
copyright law and how it affects our publication. A GFNC 
copyright agreement was drafted and sent to all 
contributors to GFNC publications. 


4. Partnership with CoGG Wetlands 

Two small groups of GFNC members have volunteered to 
liaise with CoGG on issues related to the Jerringot and 
Lake Lorne wetlands. Thanks to those who volunteered. 


5. Displays 

As well as the annual display of GFNC publicity material at 
the Angair Wildflower Show, we also joined with Greening 
Australia for World Migratory Bird Day. Thanks to Tracy 
Hinton for donating her photographs to be used in the 
display material and thanks to those involved in staffing 
the GFNC displays. 


6. Defibrillator Unit 

David Boyle investigated the replacement of the battery 
and pads of our defibrillator unit. Rod Lowther organised a 
back pack to store the unit. It is now functioning and 
available for use. 


The future 


The GFNC is a strong club, but there are many areas 
where | believe we can work to improve. To be able to 
truly understand the complex ecology of our local habitats, 
a field naturalist should incorporate the study of plants, so 
| encourage more of our members to build their knowledge 
of local flora. Attendances at our monthly Sunday 
excursions have been irregular. Again, a field naturalist 
must experience the environment at first hand to learn its 
complexities. | encourage all members to become more 
involved in the excursions plus activities such as Fauna 
Group surveys and the various bird surveys. Finally, | 
wish to thank all members for the support that has been 
given to me as president over the past two years. | have 
been proud to be able to work with a terrific group of 
people to achieve many important outcomes. | hope that 
we are able to gain a new president at the AGM. 


Membership renewal for 2016-17 


A membership renewal form is enclosed. Please remember to sign the form as this is required under the new Act. 


lf you are paying membership fees by Direct Credit, please ensure your name is on the transaction, and that you 
hand the completed form (both sides) to the Treasurer, email a scanned copy or post it back to GFNC. 


lf you are a new member who has joined since 1 November 2015, your membership is valid for 2016-2017, so you 


do not need to return this form. 


Deborah Evans 
Memberships Officer 
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Photo: Tracey Hinton 


Out and about: Seaweed collectors 


he finding in the GFNC cupboard at the Geelong 

Botanic Gardens of an old album of pressed 
seaweeds has led to much speculation as to its origin. It 
is undated and does not possess a collector's signature. 
Trevor Pescott thought it might have been compiled by 
Bracebridge Wilson, first president and later patron of 
the first GFNC. Bracebridge Wilson was an expert on 
marine algae and made many collections. However, 
upon examination of the album, it is clear that it is not 
the work of Bracebridge Wilson, for it is not sufficiently 
expertly done. Nor is it good enough to have won a prize 
for J. Mulder in the Club Nature exhibition of 1905. The 
cover is old and worn, the locality for all the specimens is 
given as 'Bass's Strait', a very antiquated version of the 
name. The names are faded and the numbers given to 
the specimens have in some cases been changed. 
There may have been some attempt at a later date to 
keep specimens in place with modern sticky tape. 


Nevertheless, the book is not just a pretty seaweed 
album, such as ladies liked to make in the nineteenth 
century. Even Queen Victoria made one when she was a 
young lady. The scientific names appear to be correct for 
their time, and it is a source of early information about 
our local seaweeds. | say ‘local’, realising that ‘Bass's 
Strait’? could mean anywhere from East Gippsland to the 
South Australian border. Considering the link with the 
GFNC, however, | am guessing somewhere around Port 
Phillip Heads. 


Interest in our seaweeds began early. William Henry 
Harvey (1811—1866), from Ireland, who wrote the 

five- volume illustrated Phycologia Australica (1858— 
1863), spent six months in Australia in the1850s, 
collecting over 20 000 specimens, which he 
painstakingly pressed and identified. Four months were 
spent in Victoria, his main collecting areas in Port Phillip 
being Brighton, Geelong and Queenscliff. He was at Port 
Phillip Heads from 30 October until 30 November 1854 
and at Corio Bay from March to May 1854. He wrote to 
his sister, Hannah, on 2 October 1854, after spending 





Photo: Valda Dedman 


Mystery seaweed album 


Valda Dedman 


three nights in Geelong: 'I think | shall pay Geelong 
another visit, as though the shore is ill adapted for Algae, 
| gathered a few very interesting ones there & only that | 
was forced to return to Melbourne, | might have spent a 
week to advantage & with pleasure.’ At Queenscliff he 
collected algae with the sea pilots. He also went to 
Warrnambool and Port Fairy. 


At Warrnambool he probably met Samuel Hannaford, 
who reviewed the first volume of his Phycologica 
Australica. Samuel Hannaford arrived in Australia in 
1852. He was a banker in Melbourne, Warrnambool, 
Geelong (where he was accountant for the Bank of 
Australasia) and Launceston. While in Geelong he was 
editor of, and wrote most of the articles in, The Victorian 
Agricultural and Horticultural Gazette, which was a 
monthly journal published in Geelong for five years from 
1857. He also wrote Sea and River-side Rambles in 
Victoria, whose tenth chapter is devoted to seaweeds. 
He mentions the rock pools at Queenscliff where 
Apjohnia laetevirens may be found and the Caulerpas, 
including Caulerpa muelleri, freely waving its dark green 
fronds under the clear water'. This species is number 
seven in our mystery album. 


Harvey received specimens from many people and often 
honoured them with the name of a species or even a 
whole genus. Curdiea is one such. 'The name is 
bestowed in honour of Dr. Daniel Curdie of Tandarook, 
near Geelong, an early observer of the Algae of 
Australia, and to whom I am indebted for an interesting 
collection of Algae collected at the mouth of the Glenelg 
River, near Cape Northumberland. Doctor Curdie lived in 
the bluestone house ‘Tandarook’ on the Curdie River 
near Peterborough. He was interested in all aspects of 
natural history, but especially marine algae. In 1872 
Curdie went to Cape York to observe the total eclipse of 
the sun and collect tropical seaweeds. 


Curdie had been sending seaweeds to Harvey for many 
years. It is said that when Harvey opened a parcel from 
him of 110 species, including one unknown even to the 





Caulerpa muelleri in album 
Photo: Valda Dedman 
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great Scottish botanist, Robert Brown, he was inspired to 
visit the colony of Port Phillip during his journey to 
Australia and the Pacific in 1854. Harvey also named 
Nitophyllum curdieanum (now Hymenena curdieana) and 
Cryptopleura curdieana for Dr Curdie. 


Harvey kept a Travelling Set, that is, a working set of 
specimens that he used to describe the algae of southern 
Australia. He left this with Ferdinand Mueller when he 
visited Melbourne. He also produced ‘Algal Exsiccatae’, 
sets of pressed specimens from his collections, which he 
sold to museums all over the world. Harvey had a 
numbering system and a locality code to keep track of the 
many pressings and collections. This was always pencilled 
onto the bottom left-hand corner of the sheet on which the 
alga was pressed. Sometimes, Harvey would write this 
code on the back of the sheet. The numbers (1-601) 
correspond to the master list of names that accompanied 
each set of exsiccate distributed. 


Henry Watts of Warrnambool also sent marine algae to 
Harvey and was rewarded with Wrangelia wattsii, now 
Shepleya wattsii and Crouania wattsii, now Muellerena 
wattsii. In 1861 he sent more than 100 specimens to the 
Melbourne Exhibition. He continued to investigate Port 
Phillip seaweeds when he moved to Melbourne, although 
he is probably better known as an expert on freshwater 
algae. 


In 1880 the first Geelong Field Naturalists Club was 
formed. Its first president, Dr J. Bracebridge Wilson, 
headmaster of Geelong Grammar, was an enthusiastic 
observer and collector of marine life. He spent much of the 
school holidays on his yacht, dredging and collecting 
seaweeds around Port Phillip Heads. His algal collection 
of 1350 specimens is now in the National Herbarium of 
Victoria and covers the period 1875-1895. It is excellently 
named and has been called a model of tidy mounting. He 
sent specimens for identification to Agardh in Lund, 
Sweden. In 1892 he published a Catalogue of Algae 
collected at or near Port Phillip Heads and Western Port, 
which displayed a detailed knowledge of marine algae. 
Agardh named Bracebridgea australis for him. 
Unfortunately this name has now been lost and the 
seaweed is now known as Wrangelia australis. 


Bracebridge Wilson was a team leader for the marine 
section of the first Port Phillip Biological Survey by the 
Royal Society of Victoria, which took place between 1887 
and 1896. This included dredging stations from Pt 
Lonsdale to Barwon Heads. Bracebridge Wilson's untimely 
death in 1895 was sorely felt. 
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The next Port Phillip survey was not until 1957-1963, 
using both dredging and diving. This included Corio Bay 
as well as Port Phillip Heads. Some species were found 
only in the calmer waters such as Corio Bay, including 
Caulerpa f. longifolia and C. crispata. These species could 
cover areas many square metres in extent as a virtual 
closed community. They grow well in a muddy—sandy 
substrate, having a rhizome-like structure rather than a 
holdfast. 


The next survey was carried out by the Marine Study 
Research Group of Victoria from 1986 to 1999, again 
using both dredging and scuba diving. The CSIRO Port 
Phillip Bay Environmental Study (1992-1996) also 
produced information on seaweeds. The latest survey 
(2003-2009) was part of the Intertidal Reefs Monitoring 
Program by Parks Victoria, covering the marine parks from 
Point Cook to Point Addis. It found differences between 
sites within the bay and those on the open coast, the latter 
having a greater diversity of species and a greater 
abundance of Neptune's Necklace Hormosira banksii. 


There is much to be said for collecting seaweed yourself 
and keeping specimens in an album. For living specimens 
you may need a permit. Preparing and mounting can be 
tedious work, and identification difficult, but having a 
permanent record of your own would be rewarding. Your 
album may not be perfect; our mystery book is certainly 
not. However, | expect it gave its creator great satisfaction. 
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Eastern Spinebill, 
Geelong Botanic Gardens. 
March 2016. 

Photo: David Tytherleigh 


GFNC excursion: You Yangs Regional Park 
20 March 2016 


Leaders: Geoff Gayner & Rod Lowther 
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Scarlet Robin, You Yangs. Photo: Margaret Alcorn 


D articipants of the GFNC March excursion gathered 
near the You Yangs information centre on the 
Sunday morning of the Labour Day long weekend. 
Clear skies above and temperatures were ideal for bush 
walking— a great day to be outdoors, a sentiment 
shared by others as there were many walking groups 
and large numbers of mountain bike riders around. 


The You Yangs is classified as a regional park, the main 
aim of which is to be an easily accessible area of land 
providing recreation and enjoyment for large numbers of 
people, while protecting the natural surroundings and 
limiting exploitation of resources. It is evident that the 
environment is a secondary consideration with much 
degraded habitat observed by the presence of ever 
expanding bike trails and the continued infestation of 
weed species such as boneseed. 
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Aboriginal rock well, You Yangs. 
Photo: Bernie Lingham 





Unidentified spider, You Yangs. 
Photo Chrissy Freestone 


Rod Lowther 





Immature Rose Robin, You Yangs. 
Photo: Margaret Alcorn 


The native bush plants appeared drought stressed and 
in survival mode with the ground dry, dusty and lacking 
in vegetation, but our guide, Geoff Gayner, assured us 
that it is amazing how quickly the plant life can 
rejuvenate once the autumn rains fall. The You Yangs is 
in a rain shadow and as such is one of the driest areas 
in the state south of the great divide. 


The group set out for a short walk around the gum/wattle 
tree area adjacent to the information centre and despite 
the dry conditions, many small birds were seen, 
including four species of honeyeater, both Pardalotes 
and three species of thornbills. People were excited to 
see a number of Scarlet Robins, beautifully coloured and 
a not so colourfully immature Rose Robin. 


The second stop of the day was at Big Rock picnic area 
and we immediately proceeded up the hill towards the 





Photo: Chrissy Freestone 
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Looking out for birds in the You Yangs. 


designated Pterostylis truncata Brittle Greenhood 
observation area. This endangered ground-dwelling 
orchid flowers in autumn, but generally not before ANZAC 
day. Anumber of these observation measurement sites 
exists around the You Yangs, and Geoff Gayner said he 
would be eager for club members to do some orchid 
counting at the end of next month. A site list with GPS 
coordinates will be available from the club 
(info@gfnc.org.au) for those wishing to participate. 


Nearby, we saw a Woiwurrung water storage well. The 
well is a dug—out hole from the solid granite at the 

lower part of a large slightly sloping rock which becomes 
a good rain water collector. The well, about a meter deep, 
would normally be covered with a mat of vegetation to 
reduce evaporation, providing a valuable source of water 
in the extremely dry conditions for the local indigenous 
people. Also on this part of the walk, the interesting plant 
Nicotiana suaveolens Austral Tobacco was pointed out to 
the group. This perennial has cream flowers and has a 
distinctly tobacco-like smell. 


After lunch, the group proceeded to East Flats area via 
the Great Circle Road, an open woodlands area known to 
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Buff-rumped Thornbill, You Yangs. Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


be a good place for birding. While it was evident that the 
small gum trees were starting to populate the open 
spaces, the area did not disappoint with 34 species 
observed. The group also had a great view of five 
Spotted Jezebel butterflies fluttering around the Mistletoe 
hanging from the eucalypts. The group decided to bush 
bash back to the vehicles rather than use the track and 
only for a moment did some feel lost, waning slightly in 
confidence in the leadership group. Thankfully after a 
while the gravel road was located and the cars not long 
thereafter. 


A refreshment break at the end of the day allowed some 
raptor spotting to be done at leisure with Brown Goshawk 
and Whistling Kite added to the list. A bird list review at 
the end of the day revealed 50 species in total. 


Our warm thanks to Geoff Gayner for giving us the benefit 
of his rich Knowledge of the area’s natural and cultural 
history. Also thanks to Craig Morley for diligently 
compiling the bird lists and individual site data which can 
be accessed via the links on the next page. 


Bird List compiled by Craig Morley (with assistance from the group) 


Locations 
Branch Road, Little River; 


You Yangs Regional Park: Visitor Entrance Area; Big Rock; East Flat; Gravel Pit Tor; Great Circle Drive at Robins 


Rd; Toynes Rd; 
Number of Species 
Species 

Common Bronzewing 
Australian Pelican 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 


Superb Fairy-wren 
Weebill 

Yellow Thornbill 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Buff-rumped Thornbill 
Brown Thornbill 

Spotted Pardalote 
Striated Pardalote 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-plumed Honeyeater 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 

New Holland Honeyeater 


Whistling Kite 
Brown Goshawk 


Collared Sparrowhawk 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 

Galah 

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo 
Purple-crowned Lorikeet 
Eastern Rosella 
Red-rumped Parrot 
White-throated Treecreeper 
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Number of Individuals 497 


Magpie-lark 
White-winged Chough 
Jacky Winter 

Scarlet Robin 

Rose Robin 

Eastern Yellow Robin 
Silvereye 

Welcome Swallow 
Tree Martin 

Common Myna 
Diamond Firetail 


Black-chinned Honeyeater 
Brown-headed Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 
Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike 
Golden Whistler 

Rufous Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 

Dusky Woodswallow 
Australian Magpie 

Grey Fantail 

Willie Wagtail 

Little Raven 

Restless Flycatcher 
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Einadia nutans Nodding Saltbush, You Yangs. 


Photo: Barry Lingham 


eBird lists for the You Yangs 


Information Centre/entrance 

Long walk at Big Rock 

Lunchtime at Big Rock 
Post-lunch short walk at Big Rock 
Afternoon walk at East Flat 
Paddocks adjoining East Flat 


Plants list for the You Yangs 
Indigenous Species & Common Name 


Acacia implexa Lightwood 
Acacia paradoxa Hedge Wattle 
Acacia pycnantha Golden Wattle 


Allocasuarina verticillata Drooping Sheoak 
Bursaria spinosa Sweet Bursaria 
Carpobrotus modestus Pigface 

Cassinia arcuata Drooping Cassinia 
Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia Rock Fern 
Einadia hastata Saloop 

Einadia nutans Nodding Saltbush 
Enchylaena tomentosa Ruby Saltbush 
Eucalyptus camaldulensis River Red Gum 
Eucalyptus leucoxylon ssp connarta Yellow Gum 
Eucalyptus polyanthemos Red Box 
Eucalyptus tricarpa Red Ironbark 
Eucalyptus viminalis Manna Gum 
Exocarpos cupressiformis Cherry Ballart 
Muellerina eucalyptoides Creeping Mistletoe 
Nicotiana suaveolens Austral Tobacco 
Prostanthera nivea Snowy Mint-bush 
Rhagodia candolleana Seaberry Saltbush 
Rhagodia parabolica Fragrant Saltbush 
Solanum laciniatum Kangaroo Apple 






Rufous Whistler with ant, You Yangs. 





Photo: Chrissy Freestone 





Pycnoporus coccineus Orange Bracket, You Yangs. 
Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S28439189 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S28439191 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S28439197 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S28439204 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S28439219 
http://ebird.org/ebird/view/checklist?subID=S28439223 


Widespread in patches. 

Patches in many areas 

Ssp. of the Eastern Flat are with reddish trunk, larger leaves and only 
reaching about 3 metres. 

Isolated trees near Big Rock. 

A few seen. 

Near Info Centre. 

Dense thickets near Eastern Flat. 

Near Big Rock and other areas. 

Near Info Centre. 

Near Info Centre. A few plants forming a dense mat. 

Near Info Centre. 

Lower areas. Many suffering from the extended dry period. 

Common. Some suffering from dry period. 

Scattered throughout. 

Along Rockwell Drive. Possibly planted. 

Scattered trees. 

Common in places. 

Many on the Yellow Gums. 

Many near Rockwell Road. 

Widespread. 

Near Info Centre and Eastern Flat. Popular with feeding Silvereyes. 

Near Info Centre. 

Near Info Centre. Few seen. 


Photo: Chrissy Freestone 
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A dull morning? 


he morning of Friday 11 March was heavily overcast, and | 

noted, before | emerged from the house, that the humidity 
indoors was 97 per cent. Outside, mist hung thickly in the 
supersaturated air, but all was activity after twenty-four hours of 
almost constant soft rain. 


Pied Currawongs called as | stepped onto the path, 

Red Wattlebirds barked, and further along North Valley Road 
my magpies scarcely acknowledged me as | walked straight 
past the foraging pair. Butcherbirds were echoing each other 
from the nearby gum trees where Gang-gang Cockatoos 
creaked, and Rainbow Lorikeets screeched overhead. 


As | headed down the hill five agitated Galahs shrieked above 
me, wheeled, and returned the way they had come. What had 
set them off? A couple of Red Wattlebirds were sitting alert and 
vertical on the power lines, and further down some silent 
starlings. 


Approaching my goal, | saw more starlings, and another Red 
Wattlebird sitting quietly. Did they look sated? 

Probably! The fabulous fig tree full of rich, ripening fruit held 
many that had been ripped apart and were dropping their 
sweetness on the ground. 


Lynne Clarke 


Perhaps it was fig-jam time? Not today. | carefully 
selected one for my lunch and some more for Valda and Jim. 
(Yes, | have the owner’s permission!) 


| turned back up the hill. 


‘Ke-ke-ke-ke-ke,’ on a rising inflection, told me there was a 
raptor nearby. There was not enough light to discern colours, 
but a medium, fairly slender raptor was perched on a television 
antenna. As | watched, it took off, and in the brief instant before 
it landed on a palm tree, | saw a squarish tail. A New Holland 
Honeyeater called in alarm, and several small birds | could not 
identify burst out of the palm in all directions. The raptor 
remained there. | could not see whether it had caught prey. 


Other New Holland Honeyeaters and a Red Wattlebird 
remained watchful on the wires. Did the mist make life more 
dangerous for them? Little birds, like swallows, were flickering 
through the mist above. 


When | reached home again all my local birds were in full voice. 
Craig M identified them through the phone as | asked him about 
the raptor. Both he and the book 

indicated a Hobby. 


Neither a dull bird nor a dull morning. 


Excursion to Shelford 


hile looking for information about Arthur Benjamin 

Forster Wilson, | came across a report on a Geelong 
Field Naturalists’ Club excursion to Shelford, and thought it 
may be worth re-reading. A.B.F. Wilson was Honorary 
Secretary to the first GFNC for a remarkable period—elected 
in 1890, he was in that position for the next 30 years or so. 
At the 1911 AGM, he was presented with a ‘purse of 
sovereigns’ for 21 years service, and was promptly elected 
secretary for another term. 


In The Geelong Naturalist Vol. V., No. 2, January 1896, this 
anonymous report on the Club’s excursion to Shelford 
detailed the day’s activities. 


This excursion took place on Monday, the 11th 
November. The principal object being to inspect a 
certain formation, which at present is a much 
discussed question, in regard to its geological age. A 
thoroughly representative party filled a large dray, and 
with a splendid team of four, left Geelong at 5.30 a.m., 
and covered the distance to Shelford via Leigh Road, 
punctually by 9 o’clock. 


By previous invitation, the party was sumptuously 
entertained at breakfast at Golf Hill. Miss Russell, Miss 
Carstairs, Messrs Bell and the Rev. H.M. Burn, M.A., 
B.D., were unremitting in their efforts to promote the 
comfort, and add to the pleasure of every member, who 
fully endorsed the vote of thanks so ably put by Mr. G.H. 
Adcock, F.L.S., one of the vice-presidents. After 
breakfast the whole of the noble estate was freely placed 
at the disposal of the members by the courteous 
proprietor. A visit was then paid to some of the noble 
Gorges, a few miles up the river, where the Silurian 
formations were inspected, and several specimens 
obtained. Here Mr. Swan, of Shelford, was met with, and 
not a few of the ardent, but wearied collectors, will 
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Trevor Pescott 


gratefully remember this gentleman’s kindness in placing 
his buggy at their disposal. Some exquisite views were 
obtained by Mr. G. L. Massingham*, and a number of 
botanical specimens, of rare occurrence, were secured 
by our enthusiastic botanist (Mr. G.H. Adcock) who 
records Shelford as a new locality for Plectranthus 
parviflorus (Willd). 


Mr. J. F. Mulder* found a new fossil bed, and had 
considerably over 100 varieties as trophies; he was also 
seen, with his customary enthusiasm, chasing a new 
species of Lepidoptera, and his perseverance was 
rewarded by the capture of quite a number. On returning 
to the homestead, light refreshments were partaken of, 
and soon after 4 o’clock a start was made for the Red 
Bluff. Here fossils engaged the attention of members for 
a considerable time. Splendid specimens of Voluta 
antis-calaris, Triton protensus, Turritella murrayana, 
Cardita scarbosa, Cythera eburnen, Voluta ancilloides, 
and others were obtained. While busy at work, the Club 
photographer took a snap shot. One or two ornithological 
specimens were secured, namely, Strepera graculina, 
Platycercus eximius, Euphema elegans, and Hieracidea 
berigora; others were also noted, namely Aquila audax, 
Hirundo neoxena, Artamus sordidus, Callocephalon 
galeatum and Geronticus spinicollis. After tea a start was 
made for home, and after passing through Inverleigh, the 
party safely reached home after a most enjoyable and 
instructive day, and having received kindness of no 
ordinary character at Golf Hill. The arrangements were 
carried out without a hitch by the club’s energetic 
secretary”. 


*(Massingham, a professional portrait photographer, was 
the club’s photographer who obtained ‘a snap shot’; Mulder 
was an incredibly enthusiastic collector of all things in the 
natural world; the club’s ‘energetic secretary’ was A.B.F. 
Wilson.) 


Bird group meeting: 70 Years of Bird Photography—David Hollands 
17 March 2016 


t is impossible to do justice to David’s talk in words. To 

jump to the end and quote Richard Alcorn, David’s talk 
on the history of camera gear and photography was 
characterized by ‘ingenuity, enthusiasm, joy and 
derring-do.’ 


David started birdwatching at the age of 8 and showed us 
his very first bird photo, taken with a Zeiss box camera 
and in which he had to point out which bit was the bird. 
With the help of a book on bird photography by Eric 
Hosking, David took his first proper photo in 1946 using a 
camera of brass and polished wood with glass plates and 
in which the image seen through the camera was upside 
down and back to front. 


1961 saw his first bird photo (of barn owls) published, 
then soon afterwards he came to Australia and entered 
medical practice in Orbost. In his spare time (?) he 
collected a wonderful series of pictures of sea eagles and 
ospreys fishing, along with numerous other raptor photos. 
Some of these were obtained by means of an ingenious 
but precarious looking home made extension tower that 


Jackie Pallister 


would undoubtedly be banned on OH&S grounds today. 
Similarly the hides, created in treetops to spy on his 
favourite birds—owls. Kingfishers, another favourite, 
photographed themselves thanks to another Heath- 
Robinson invention with cameras triggered by birds flying 
through an infrared beam. 


Lastly, David commented on modern tools for 
photography such as 6400 ASA, improved flashes and 
the Flir, a heat sensitive infrared camera. However, he 
considered the biggest advances in photography to be 
the use of auto focus to photograph birds in flight and the 
increased magnification available that means it is now 
possible to photograph birds without their being aware of 
the photographer. 


It was a wonderful showcase of photos from beginning to 
end, many recorded in his series of bird books. 


2016 eBird Global Big Day in the Geelong region 
Saturday 14 May 2016 


The Global Big Day is a fun event to see how many species eBirders across the world can observe in a single day. 
This event was held for the first time in 2015 and exceeded all expectations, with 6085 species, well over half of the 
world’s total, seen on a single day—a total which included 482 species from Australia. The 2016 Global Big Day will 
take place on Saturday, 14 May 2016, and we invite you to join the global team and see if you can help the 


Australian contingent record over 500 species this year. 


In the Geelong region we have a number of species which may be difficult to find elsewhere, so please consider 
searching for two or three of the following species to maximise their chances of being recorded on the day. 


e Cape Barren Goose  » Powerful Owl 


e Australasian Bittern 
e Fairy Tern 

e Brush Bronzewing 

e Swift Parrot 


Southern Emu-wren 

Rufous Bristlebird 
Chestnut-rumped Heathwren 
Pink Robin 


e Blue-winged Parrot e Striated Fieldwren 


e Orange-bellied Parrot e Beautiful Firetail 


e Lewin’s Rail 


No special registration is required. All you need to do is to enter checklists into eBird in the normal way. As always, 
please enter separate checklists for separate sites. You will be able to follow the event as it unfolds across the world 
on the Global Big Day website: http://ebird.org/content/ebird/globalbigday/. 


If you would like to take part in this event please let me know where you intend to go and what species you will 
search for so that | can let others know which species remain to be searched for. 


Contact: Richard Alcorn—richard.t.alcorn@gmail.com or 0419 354 640. 
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A good month for butterflies in spite of the variable 
weather, although Marilyn and Dean Hewish found 


Butterfly report 


few butterflies in Long Forest and Bacchus Marsh. Yet 


this area has been the place to find the scarce Common 
Brown females. The Barred Skippers were identified by 
the curved marking on the upperwing (see Jade Craven’s 
photo) and there are many Saltbush Blues around. The 
Chequered Copper John Newman saw at Highton was 
unexpected, and in these days of mobile phones he was 
able to photograph it. Seeing Greenish Grass-darts 


26/02/16 


Barred Skipper 


03/03/16 
02/03/16 


White-banded 01/03/16 


Grass-dart 
Greenish Grass-dart 23/02/16 
25/02/16 


25/02/16 


27/02/16 
02/03/16 


03/03/16 


03/03/16 


Imperial Jezebel 15/03/16 


13/03/16 


Spotted Jezebel 


14/03/16 


25/03/16 


Marbled Xenica 01/03/16 


05/03/16 
07/03/16 
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Valda Dedman 


Observers 
CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CMo, Craig Morley; DHe, Dean 
Hewish; DTy, David Tytherleigh; GP, Graham 
Possingham; JCr, Jade Craven; JDg, Jeff Dagg; JN, 
John Newman; JPo, Jenny Possingham; LPh, Lorraine 
Phelan; MAI, Margaret Alcorn; MHe Marilyn Hewish; RLo, 
Rod Lowther; TFl, Tom Fletcher; TP, Trevor Pescott. 
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Chequered Copper, Highton. Photos: John Newman 


Barwon River between 


Queens Park and Balyang 


Highton 


Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 


Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 


Highton 
Geelong Botanic Gardens 


Woodlands Estate, Ocean 
Grove 


Highton 
Fairmont Rd, Newtown 


Highton 


Jerringot 


Deakin University, WWaurn 
Ponds 


Lake Lorne 
Brisbane Ranges 


Wensleydale 


Ocean Grove Nature 
Reserve 


Steiglitz Historic Park 
Hurst Rd Anglesea 


1, photographed. 


1 feeding on erigeron in late afternoon. 

1 flying photographed around and landing 
on flowering moonah. 

1 on correa, photographed. Discussed on 
GFNC Facebook page. 

1 in garden at 7.30 p.m. very hot day. 

1 

2, pair courting and chasing each other in 
flight. 

2 in garden. 


1 flitting about garden. Briefly landed on 
Hardenbergia leaf buds. 


10, common again after not being around 
in high summer. Both on couch grass and 
erigeron and garlic chives flowers. 


3 at 5.00 p.m. 


1 fluttering around grevillea near edge of 
lake. 


1 cruising and feeding on flowering gums 
at top height. 


1 in picnic ground at 3.30 p.m. 


1 on black wattle 


A few active in sunshine. Landing with 
wings open. 


1 shabby, worn, at The Pines. 
2 
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s 
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courting was also unusual. They are still common in our 
gardens. 





GP 
JN 
CFr 


JPo, GP 


JN, CMo, 
DTy 


JN, JDg 
TP 


JN 





Common Brown 


Spotted Brown 


Meadow Argus 


Yellow Admiral 


Chequered Copper 


Saltbush Blue 


Common Grass-blue 


25/02/16 
21/02/16 


20/03/16 


24/03/16 


25/03/16 


21/02/16 


25/02/16 
7/03/16 


13/03/16 
21/03/16 
20/02/16 


15/03/16 
21/03/16 
28/02/16 


28/02/16 


38/02/16 
03/03/16 


13/03/16 
24/03/16 
28/02/16 
19/03/16 


Geelong Botanic Gardens 


Long Forest NCR Happy 
Valley carpark 


Brisbane Ranges, Stony 
Creek PG 


Bacchus Marsh, Grant St at 
Werribee River crossing 


Long Forest NCR Djerriwarrh 
Track 


Yaugher 


Geelong Botanic Gardens 

Foster St Reserve ,South 
Geelong 

Lake Lorne 


Geelong Botanic Gardens 
Newtown 


Marshall 
Belmont, East View Pde 
Highton 


Pt Henry 


Breamlea 
Jerringot 


Lake Lorne 

Corio 

Breamlea 

Woodlands Estate, Ocean 


1 female. 


2 flew through. Very few numbers of all 
species in Long Forest and Bacchus 
Marsh this season. Very dry locally. 


2 females. 


3 females along river path. 
1 female flew through. 


2 flying and early afternoon alighting on 
ground in dappled sunshine beneath a 
canopy of narrow-leaved peppermint, 
messmate and blackwood. 
Photographed. 

4 in the 'values plants’ section at rear. 

1 flying about. Landed several times on 
grasses. 

1 

1 

1 fluttering around in garden, alighting on 
pink flowers of unidentified tree 

1 at Rice Village Aged Care at 1.30 p.m. 
1 

2 in paddock surrounded by housing, 
photographed. 

Dozens in saltbush bright hot sun around 
sand spit. 

1 on saltbushes at 3.00 p.m. 

20+ in plants around bird hide and cycle 
track. 

4 on carpet weed. 

1 in suburban backyard. 

2 mating, 3.30 p.m. 


JPo 
MHe, DHe 


MHe, DHe 
MHe, DHe 
MHe, DHe 


TP 


ra and Fauna Reserve. 
Photo: Tracey Hinton 





Unidentified caterpillar species, near Mt Leura. 


Photo: Tracey Hinton 
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Fauna report 


he advantage of regularly checking particular sites is 

that we can build a picture of the biodiversity of each 
place, so when Helen Schofield and Lance Breguet called 
in at the cottage site in the Floating Islands on their way 
back from Mt. Leura, they were able to add another 
species to the list. It was a Little Whip Snake that was 
under one of the sheets of roofing iron lying on the 
ground. This is the first time we have found it here, and 
the fourth snake species—the others are Tiger, Eastern 
Brown and White-lipped. They also found two 
South-eastern Sliders (Bougainville’s Skink), a lizard we 
often find there; it may be a ‘hot-spot’ for the species. 


The same can be said for the continued harp trap surveys 
at Yaugher where several species turn up regularly. The 
real surprise came on 2 March when among the usual 
forest bats was a larger species, the Gould’s Long-eared 
Bat. Unlike the Lesser Long-eared Bat which is soft grey 
in colour, the Gould’s is brown. It was a female with rather 
worn teeth, so obviously not a young individual. 


The mild late summer weather has allowed attempts to 
find microbats, including a one-night attempt at 
Coogoorah Reserve on the Anglesea River. Although we 
caught only two Little Forest Bats, it was worth the effort 
as it gave us the opportunity to try another area where we 
may do other surveys later. 


It was good to have a Platypus sighting, this time in the 


Mammals 


Trevor Pescott 


Leigh River at Inverleigh, by Craig Morley and David 
Tytherleigh. It is the first for 2016. 


The sighting on 7 March of a Koala at Wensleydale by 
Stuart Forbes and his family was rather a surprise. It 
appeared to be a healthy adult. The Forbes kept watching 
throughout the afternoon and evening, noting that it was 
feeding on the leaves of the Swamp Gum Euc. ovata. 


Our Easter weekend survey at Mt Leura at Camperdown 
(see separate report) was less than successful, due 
mainly to the cool and damp weather. But it put the Club 
in touch with the Committee of Management of the Mt 
Leura/Mt Sugarloaf reserve and we will try again another 
time to build on that relationship. The weekend also gave 
our members an opportunity to explore other places 
including Jancourt forest where we did some fauna 
surveys about 30 years ago. 


Cats are one of the predators that bats face, particularly 
Lesser Long-eared Bats which are slow fliers and 
often come to ground level to hunt insects; they will drop 
onto the ground to pick up moths and beetles there. This 
may have been the fate of one found dead at 
Camperdown during our fauna survey at Mt Leura over 
Easter. Less likely, the Southem Forest Bat found by 
Dave Allen—it may have been dead when the cat found it 
and took it home. 


Platypus 


Short-beaked Echidna 
Agile Antechinus 
Koala 


Red-necked Wallaby 
Chocolate Wattled Bat 


Gould’s Long-eared Bat 
Large Forest Bat 


Southern Forest Bat 


Little Forest Bat 


Microbat species 


Brown Rat 


Red Fox 


Brown Hare 


— 
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27/03/16 


24/02/16 


07/03/16 


27/03/16 
01/03/16 
02/03/16 
02/03/16 
02/03/16 
02/03/16 


07/03/16 
01/03/16 


23/03/16 
28/02/16 


02/03/16 


21/02/16 


27/02/16 


13/03/16 


Inverleigh; first noticed water movement in the Leigh River, followed by 

bubbles, then observed a Platypus on the surface among floating 

vegetation. It was a brief sighting. 

At Flaxbourne’s and Norton’s Roads. 

Yaugher, photographed on video. 

Wensleydale Station Rd near Clarkes Rd. An adult, looked to be in a very 

healthy, clean condition. Moved across a paddock beside a dam, and 

climbed to the low branches of a Euc ovata Swamp Gum. Moved to higher 

branches at 15 m and started to eat leaves, at 5.00 p.m. Still there at 7.00 
m. 

E grazing beside Kent’s Road in the early afternoon. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, caught in harp trap. 

Yaugher, 1 male, 2 females. 

Yaugher, an adult female. 

Yaugher, 3 males. 

Yaugher, 2 males, 1 female. 

Moriac, dead, brought in by a cat. 

Ocean Grove Nature Reserve, caught in a harp trap on West Track, 5 

males, 5 females. 

Coogoorah Reserve, Anglesea, in harp trap, both female. 


Ironbark Basin, flying around at 8.35 p.m., 2 were larger than the others. No 
echo-locating calls heard. 

Waurn Ponds, scurrying around on rocks near the edge of one of the lakes 
near the Deakin University library building. 

Connewarre, sunning itself in a paddock beside a wetland at Woolscour 
Road. Ran off towards Barwon Heads. 


Freshwater Lake, observed running across dried-out lake-bed 
towards farmland. 
Corio, beside the railway station. 





Herps 


Eastern Snake-necked 02/03/16 


Turtle 
Turtle sp. 


Belmont, basking in the midday sun on fallen trees on the south side 
of the Barwon River under the nesting area of darters and cormorants. 
Waurn Ponds, mostly submerged in water with only its head 
protruding, in a small lake on Deakin Uni. campus. 

Belmont, a very small individual inside the house. 


01/03/16 


Marbled Gecko 
Metallic Skink 


Southern Water Skink 


Pale-flecked Garden 
Sunskink 


South-eastern Slider 
(Bougainville’s Skink) 


Blotched Bluetongue Lizard 


09/03/16 
22/03/16 


25/02/16 
27/02/16 


Belmont, active in the garden where there is a lot of leaf litter. 


Newtown, beside the Barwon River just north of Queens Park Road. 
Ironbark Basin, scurrying through dry leaves. 


28/03/16 Floating Islands Reserve, under sheets of roofing iron lying on the 


ground . 


Anglesea, caught in an Elliott trap at Fairyland Reserve beside the 
Anglesea River, an unusually marked individual (See photo below). 


16/03/16 


11/03/16 
17/03/16 


28/03/16 


Jacky Lizard (Tree Dragon) 
Tiger Snake 


Little Whip Snake 


Point Impossible, basking on the road. 
Western Treatment Plant, moving across the roads. 


Floating Islands Reserve, under a sheet of roofing iron lying on the 
ground. 





Observers: CFr, Chrissy Freestone; CM, Craig Morley; DA, Dave Allen; DTy, David Tytherleigh; 

GD, Guy Dutson; GFNC, Geelong Field Naturalists Club; GGt, Geoff Gates; HSc, Helen Schofield; JN, John 
Newman; LBr, Lance Breguet; LZ-G, Lily Zhuang-Griffin; PP, Priscilla Pescott; PSc, Paul Schillier; SFo, Stuart 
Forbes and family; Sl, Shona Innes; TP, Trevor Pescott. 
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Blotched Bluetongue, Fairyland, Anglesea. Photo: Trevor Pescott 





Red-necked Wallaby, Yaugher. 


Mt. Leura, Camperdown, fauna survey 
25—28 March 2016 


GPS on Mt Leura 54 688857E, 5764729N, alt 290 m. 
All trapping undertaken in accordance with our WSIAEC permit application 23.15 and our DELWP permit 10006519 (extension) 


Location 

Mt Leura and Mt Sugarloaf form the focus of a reserve 
that embraced the two scoria cones and the crater 
between them. The former is owned by the Corangamite 
Shire while Mt Sugarloaf is a National Trust of Victoria 
property. They are managed by a Committee of 
Management. 


The cypress trees that had been planted by the original 
settlers have been removed, and a revegetation program 
has been undertaken over the last two decades, with 
Manna gum, Swamp Gum, Messmate, Blackwood and 
Black Wattle being the main species planted. The 
revegetation program is ongoing. 


Weather 
Despite a promising start to the weekend, the drizzle and 


Trevor Pescott 


cooler weather limited the opportunity to undertake harp 
trapping, and our drift-fence/funnels were largely 
ineffectual. 


Elliott traps 
50 small Elliott traps were set in five transects each of 10 
traps on 25/03/16. 


Three of the trap-lines (E1-10, E11-20, E21-30) were set 
below, along and above Southern Loop Trail 
respectively. 


Two trap-lines (E31-40, E41-50) were set on and above 
an unnamed track on the west side of the crater. 


All traps were baited with the peanut butter, oatmeal and 
golden syrup mix, and Dacron bedding was placed in 
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Scorpion with parasitic mites, Mt Leura. 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 


each trap. The traps were in plastic covers. 


Results 
A total of 21 House Mice Mus musculus were caught over 
the three-night survey. They were found at all transects. 


Four Black Rats Rattus rattus were caught (E5, E48, E2, 
and E43) 


One Swamp Rat Rattus lutreolus was caught in E20 on 
27/03/16. It was an adult female, wt.109 g. 


Harps 

Two harp traps were set for one night on 25/03/16, but 
the cool, damp night had limited bat activity and none 
were caught. We did not set the harps on successive 
nights due to the weather. 


Funnels 

We set 10 m of drift fence and six funnel traps on the 
footpath (Crater Trail) into the ‘crater’ where there is a line 
of rocks. The cool weather had limited reptile activity and 
none were caught, however we did find a small range of 
invertebrates including scorpions, millipedes, house 
centipedes and a few small beetles in the funnels. 


Cameras 
The cameras were not used in this survey. 


Wingless Grasshopper, Mt Leura. 


Photo: Trevor Pescott 
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Lance checking traps at Mt Leura. 
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Comments 

We were frustrated by the weather that turned cool and 
brought light rain on several occasions. The site has the 
potential for further surveys particularly of bats and 
reptiles, and we will take the opportunity to set cameras 
when time permits. 


We also need to take better notice of the invertebrates we 
found, and try to identify the species concerned. 


Thanks 

Our thanks to Frances Grundy, who arranged vehicle 
access to the reserve, and introduced us to the other 
members of the Committee of Management who took part 
in the survey. Thanks to Ammie, Helen, Lance, Tracey, 
Alison and Phil for assisting in setting up and checking 
the traps. 


We welcomed five members of the Timboon Field 
Naturalists Club on Monday and look forward to visiting 
their area at a later date. 


To Greg Farmer, thank you for bringing the Lesser 
Long-eared Bat found on your driveway—it was the only 
bat species we saw! 
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Grasshopper sp. near Mt Noorat. Photo: Tracey Hinton 


Birds noted at Mt Leura 


Tawny Frogmouth 
Straw-necked Ibis 
Whistling Kite 

Brown Goshawk 
Little Eagle 

Crimson Rosella 
Laughing Kookaburra 


Superb Fairy-wren 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Brown Thornbill 

Striated Pardalote 


Mammals at Mt Leura 
Short-beaked Echidna 


Koala 


Eastern Grey Kangaroo 


Swamp (Black) Wallaby 
Lesser Long-eared Bat 


House Mouse 
Swamp Rat 
Black Rat 

Red Fox 
European Rabbit 





Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
Red Wattlebird 

Golden Whistler 

Grey Shrike-thrush 
Australian Magpie 

Pied Currawong 

Grey Fantail 


Little Raven 
Magpie-lark 
Common Blackbird 
Common Starling 


One seen at the north end of 
the reserve on 09/03/16. 

One seen on 09/03/16 south of 
the Southern Loop Trail. 

Four seen on 28/03/16 near the 
disused quarry on 

Mt Sugarloaf. 


Several seen during the survey. 


One found dead on the 
driveway into an adjacent 
house. 


21 caught. 

One female caught. 

Four caught. 

None seen but scats abundant. 
Apparently present. 
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Herps at Mt Leura 





Short-beaked Echidna, Mt Leura. Photo: Tracey Hinton 
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Pale-flecked Garden Sunskink | Small numbers of tiny 


Lampropholis guichenoti 


Snake 


Invertebrates 


House Centipede 
(Order Scutigeromorpha) 


Millipedes 


Scorpion 


Wingless Grasshopper 
Phaulacridium vittatum 


Locust sp. 
Common Brown Butterfly 
Cabbage White Butterfly 





individuals were observed. 


A brief glimpse was gained 
of an unidentified species. 


Several individuals 
caught in funnels. 


Abundant 


Several caught in 
funnels; possibly Wood 
Scorpions but we need to 
examine specimens 
closer to determine the 
species. 


Abundant. 


Abundant. 
Females abundant. 


Some seen. 


For next fauna surveys, see page 20. 


Z| Little Whip Snake, 
Ta Stony Rises. March 2016. 
"i Hy Photo: Helen Schofield 
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Geelong Field Naturalists Club 
Bird Group Report—April 2016 


Craig Morley—Bird Group Convener and Geelong Bird Report Editor 


t is with great pleasure that | prepare this report. The 
Bird Group has enjoyed another very successful year 
with many highlights. 


Guest presenters from April 2015 have covered a diverse 
array of topics: identification of raptors and terns; birds of 
the Geelong region that migrate; tales of birding 
adventures to Cape York, West Papua, Melanesia, and 
some of Australia’s best birding reserves and much 
further afield to the Arctic; and finishing off in March 2016 
with a wonderful presentation by David Hollands of 70 
years of bird photography. In addition, we have enjoyed 
informative vignettes from Richard and Margaret Alcorn on 


the use of Eremaea eBird to record bird lists and sightings. 


Members have continued to enjoy the mid-week 
excursions. Destinations included Ironbark Basin/Point 
Addis, Limeburners Lagoon, Gherang, Batesford, Ocean 
Grove Nature Reserve, Grasstree Park, Eastern Park, 
Wooloomanata, a portion of the Bellarine Rail Trail and 
adjoining private land at Mannerim and Inverleigh. 


The end-of-year break up Christmas dinner, at a local 
bistro before the November meeting, was enjoyed by all 
who attended. Judging by this response it may become an 
annual event. 


My sincere thanks to all the presenters, excursion 
leaders, those who assist with the set-up and pack-up at 
meetings, the note-takers during presentations and those 
who assist with and participate in surveys. And a special 
thank you to Lynne Clarke for her planning and 
coordination of the Bird Group excursion program. Thank 
you to Grace Lewis for her efforts in initiating extra bird 
walks in the later portion of 2015 and her work with 
Greening Australia to run the Migratory birds morning at 
Limeburners Lagoon in May 2015. Dean Hewish 
continues to do a lot of work to streamline the GFNC 
website and especially with reporting of bird sightings. 
Thank you Dean. Late in 2015, we also re-vamped the 
presentation of the monthly bird report in the Geelong 
Naturalist, with a newsy annotated report format with 
reference to all the records on the GFNC website 


replacing the extensive tabulated version of the records 
which extended over many pages. 

The Geelong Bird Report continues to grow with almost 
7000 records of 279 species in the Geelong region during 
2012 and we are in the process of moving towards our 
records, from 2013 and subsequent years, being added to 
the worldwide database of Eremaea eBird. These data will 
then be used to generate the Geelong Bird Reports. A 
special publication, in July 2015, was the ‘missing years’ 
Geelong Bird Report with records of bird observations 
covering 1986, 1987 and 1990. My sincere thanks to Rob 
Ganly for seeing the opportunity and bringing this to 
fruition with dedication and hard work. 


Before | conclude, it must be recorded and 
acknowledged that the Geelong Field Naturalists Club, 
especially the Bird Group, was affiliated with BirdLife 
Australia in 2015. This is particularly significant with 
respect to promoting the club and its activities in the 
Geelong region and acknowledges more than 35 years 
support of and participation in numerous BirdLife 
Australia (R.A.O.U.) programs and surveys by GFNC and 
its members. To reinforce this level of involvement and 
commitment, members in the last twelve months, once 
more participated willingly and enthusiastically in many 
surveys such as the winter and summer Shorebird 
surveys, Orange-bellied Parrot surveys, Hooded Plover 
surveys and wardening. In addition members and friends 
participated in two Bittern surveys in spring 2015 and a 
number of members are keenly participating in the Upper 
Barwon Landcare Bird Surveys commenced in autumn 
2015. And some members have commenced ongoing bird 
surveys at Warralily along Armstrong Creek. 


Casting our memories back a little, it is also worth noting, 
members were involved in two mid-week excursions in 
2014 where Euan Moore assisted and guided members to 
participate in complete surveys of Important Bird Areas 
(another BirdLife initiative) at Lake Corangamite, Lake 
Colac and Lake Rosine. 


With thanks to all those who have helped make another 
special year for the GFNC Bird Group. 


February—March Bird Observations—some highlights 


nce again, we extend our thanks to the members and 

friends who so willingly contribute their records of bird 
observations. These records truly continue to 
provide a richer and more comprehensive picture of the 
birds of the Geelong region. The names of these 
observers are listed at the end of these notes. All the 
records referred to in these notes, and many more, can be 
found on the GFNC web-site at http:/Awww.gfnc.org.au/ 
observations/bird-observations. 
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John Newman, Craig Morley & Rod Lowther 


The arrival of autumn is always a fascinating time for 
birding in southern-eastern Australia and particularly in the 
Geelong region as the extensive list of records submitted 
this month testifies. 


A few summer specialties can still be seen as the 

sighting of an Arctic Jaeger in Corio Bay indicates. Banded 
Lapwings always satisfy local observers and have 
been seen at two favourite haunts in very different parts of 
our area, including chicks. Australasian Pipits did not seem 


to mind that the long summer days needed for breeding 
had largely passed judging from the behaviour of 
displaying birds out near the You Yangs. Once more it is 
fascinating to note that several species, noted here and in 
recent months, have been showing signs of breeding 
behaviour, perhaps in response to the significant rain 
recorded in a short period of time across the region in late 
January. 


As cloudy and overcast days have become more 
numerous several Australian OWet-nightjar records, of 
birds calling in the middle of the day, caught the 
attention of observers in different locations. 


There have been numerous records of several raptor 
species having bred successfully in recent months with 
juvenile birds being seen, in very varied habitats, 
seemingly refining their hunting techniques and skills— 
Australian Hobby and Peregrine Falcon in particular. 


The local beaches are becoming more predictable now 
for the wintering Double-banded Plovers from New Zea- 
land, resting and recovering after their summer breeding 
across the Tasman Sea. We will host them until August- 
September. The opposite is true for Latham’s Snipe with 
the last record for our region being March 13—birds now 
enroute to Japan for the norther summer breeding. 


Our suburban gardens and riparian zones are all 

showing signs of autumn with many records of Eastem 
Spinebills, Grey Fantails, Rose Robins and Rufous 
Fantails from many different locations to the delight 
of many observers. The local movement of our birds 
never fails to generate excitement. Similarly reports of our 


s“ 


Australian Hobby at Reedy Lake, March 2016. 


more reclusive species — Beautiful Firetail, 
Chestnut-rumped Heathwren, Speckled Warbler and 
Spotted Quail-thrush are reward for patient and 
careful observing in their respective habitats. 


When a small group of Magpie Geese in Lara was more 
carefully scanned, the number of birds revealing 
themselves in the crop was in excess of 1000, an 
amazing sight. Careful scanning of the Barwon River 
cormorants similarly paid off when a single 

Pied Cormorant was seen—a most unusual bird away 
from the maritime coast. 


With our eyes on the skies, many records of 
Whitethroated Needletails have been submitted. 
Those same eyes can now be trained on the winter 
beaches for beachcast birds tossed ashore by the 
escalating winds and seas. A Fairy Prion has recently 
been noted locally. 


With thanks to the following observers: 


Angus Hartshorn, Barry Lingham, Cheryl West Lau, 
Chrissy Freestone, Craig Morley, David Boyle, 

David Tytherleigh, Dean Hewish, Geoff Barfoot, 
Geoff Gates,GFNC Bird Group Excursion, GFNC 
Excursion, Gordon McCarthy, Grace Lewis, 

Graham Possingham, Guy Dutson, Jade Craven, 
Jennifer Carr, Jenny Possingham, John Murray, 
John Newman, John Sharp, Lib Macpherson, 
Maarten Hulzebusch, Margaret Alcorn, 

Marilyn Hewish, Paul Schillier, Richard Alcorn, 
Richard Weatherly, Rod Lowther, Sandra Lea-Wood, 
Seth Craven, Tom Fletcher, Trevor Lumb, Trevor Pescott. 





Photo: David Tytherleigh 
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Two healthy Hooded Plover chicks at Collendina, one week before successfully fledging, 
thanks to the efforts of Andrea Dennett and her dedicated team of Hooded Plover wardens. 
March 2016. Photo: Chrissy Freestone 


Moolap: Geelong's forgotten wetlands gem 
Don’t forget to check out the 
Moolap Wetlands website 
and Facebook page 
for information, photos, and news relating 
to the future of this significant 
wetlands area. 


www.moolapwetlands.gfnc.org.au 


www.facebook.com/ 
Home Whereis Moolap? Moolap brochures Media News DELWP documents Gallery Howcanihelp? Blog Register Contact SaveMoolapSaltfields/ 


The State Government has released a ne 
WATER PLAN for RABO 
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State Wide Integrated Flora & Fauna Teams (SWIFFT) 


Video conference 
Thursday 28 April 2016 
9.45 a.m.—12.00 p.m. 


Threatened species management by Local Government 


Topics 


Macedon Ranges Shire conservation initiatives 
William Terry, Environmental Programs and Education Officer, Macedon Ranges Shire. 
Community expectations, conservation reserves management, threatened species projects, & community education. 


Update on SWIFFT web site redevelopment & mapping portal. 
Rob Milne, Centre for eResearch & Digital Innovation (CeRDI), Federation University—Australia. 
Incorporating LGA threatened flora & fauna species lists and projects. 


A draft long-term plan for managing Victoria's biodiversity—’Protecting Victoria's Environment-—Biodiversity 2036’ 
Adam Muir (DELWP) 

Adam will discuss the release of the draft biodiversity plan which aims to encourage more Victorians to value and protect 
nature by helping them connect with and enjoy their environment. It also aims to drive action from local businesses, 
government and people will help to stop the decline of our biodiversity through investment, improved decision making and 
planning, and through volunteer action. 


Victoria's LGA Biodiversity Planners Network 
Amanda Dodd, Hume City Council & convener Biodiversity Planners Network (western) 
Implementing biodiversity legislation and policies with the aim of assisting in the protection and enhancement of natural 
values within their municipality and the State. 


Venue: DELWP State Offices, Level 4, Little Malop St (opposite Geelong Library) 
Contact lan Smith 0407 803 115 to advise of your attendance. 


An Invitation to Friends of Geelong Botanic Gardens Members and friends 


The FGBG Committee would like to extend an 

invitation to all of our Members, their friends and GBG 
staff to join us for the three bus trips that have 

been planned for participants at the 2016 AAFBG 
Conference that we are hosting. We also offer the 
opportunity to attend our Conference Dinner at 

the Deakin Waterfront Kitchen restaurant. There are still 
some places left and as promised at the beginning of our 
planning, we are offering remaining places to our 
Members, their friends and GBG staff who may have been 
unable to attend the Conference. 


Conference Tours 

Friday 29 April: The Bellarine tour 

Monday 1 May: The Great Ocean Rd & Otways tour 
Tuesday 2 May: The Western Plains tour 


As places are expected to fill quickly please register ASAP 
if you would like to join us. It is a marvellous 

opportunity to visit some of the region's most varied and 
interesting destinations - with spectacular scenery, 
beautiful gardens and very interesting activities. The 
Bellarine tour involves exploring a magnificent private 
garden and the shoreline, literally! The Monday and 
Tuesday tours feature delicious lunches made by 

local groups using locally sourced food. They also 
feature tours of Botanic Gardens, hosted by their Friends 
groups, Alastair Watt's extraordinary garden and 
collections and the Kevin Hoffman Walk at Lara. 


For more detailed information on the tours and the 
dinner please follow the link 

http://www. friendsgbg.org.au/aafbg-conference/2016- 
aafbg-conference or go onto the Friends' website and 
click the conference tab at the top of the page. 


Please contact Tracey or Sally at the Friends Office on ph. 
5222 6053 to book your places. We need to 
confirm definite numbers by 21 April. 


Conference Dinner 

The Conference Dinner on Saturday night, 30 April, 
promises to be a wonderful evening. The venue 
overlooks Corio Bay, which is a glittering sight at night. 
Our guest speaker, Jacqui Young, is a vibrant young 
speaker who will enlighten us about the work being done 
at the Mt Rothwell Biodiversity Interpretation 

Centre, Lara, in conserving threatened native flora and 
fauna. It is sure to be an inspiring talk and the menu is 
designed to impress! Members are encouraged to bring 
their friends for a lovely evening out. Again, please 
contact the Office by 21 April to ensure that you don't miss 
out. 


Allison Martland 
President FGBG 
FGBG Conference Committee 
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Mid-week Bird Group excursion 


Lake Elizabeth/Forrest 
Thursday 28 April 2016 
Leader: Rod Lowther 


Last visited by the Club in June 2013 Lake Elizabeth 
is one of the jewels of the Otways. The lake was 
created by a large land slip in June 1952 and is now 
held back by a natural dam over 35 m high blocking 
the East Barwon River. (Geelong Naturalist, July 
2013. Deborah Evans). Highlights from the June 2013 
visit included several platypus, Bassian Thrush and 
large numbers of Crescent Honeyeaters. 


How to get there: Coming from the north via 
Barwon Downs into Forrest, the road to Lake 
Elizabeth is on the left, just past the general store and 
boutique brewery/café. The road is signposted. 
Continue across the creek to a T-junction and turn 
right. The road is gravel and is corrugated in places. 
The track to Lake Elizabeth is on the left 
approximately 9.5 km from the T-junction. The track is 
signposted but you need to keep a watch for it as it is 
close to the corner. The track is negotiable with a 
normal vehicle but is steep and should be driven with 
due caution. 


Remember the drive from Geelong may take up to 
1.5 hours so car-pooling would be advised. 


Meet: Lake Elizabeth car park at 9.30 a.m. There 
are toilets and picnic tables nearby. A lunch stop 
might be considered at West Barwon Dam after the 
walk to Lake Elizabeth. 


Bring: Morning tea, lunch and cold and warm 
drinks. Clothing appropriate for the day’s weather 
forecast—warm and/or wet weather gear may be 
necessary as it will be starting to get cool. Good 
walking shoes/boots are advised, as it is a fair (~2.5 
km) walk around the lake. Binoculars, cameras and 
telescope as you wish. 


Contact: Rod Lowther Ph. 0419 633 960 or email 
rod.lowther@live.com 


Bat Watch at the 


Geelong Botanic Gardens 
School Holiday Activities 
Thursday 7 April 2016 from 5.30 p.m. 


e See the fruit bats fly out from their day-time roost 


e Learn about bats and their importance with 
CSIRO scientists 


e Join in children’s activities while waiting for sun to set 
e Enjoy a BYO picnic tea in Eastern Park 
Cost: A combination of 4 people over 5 yrs old $22 
Per head, $7 


Time: Children’s activities from 5.30 p.m. Bats fly out soon 
after sunset. 
Meet at: Eastern Park Golf Club Carpark, Eastern Park 
Circuit 
BYO torch and dress for the outdoors 
Bookings essential: Book and pay online via 
www.geelongaustralia.com.au/gbg 
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SEANA Camp 


Camp Wyuna, Queenscliff 
8-11 April 2016 


Hosted by the Geelong Field Naturalists 
Club Inc. 
For information and bookings contact 
info@gfnc.org.au 


Next fauna surveys 


Bell’s Beach, Wave Carpark 
14-17 April 2016 


We will continue to search for the elusive Swamp 
Antechinus at this area where a dead male was found 
last year on the walking track. 


Thursday 14 April: 1.00 p.m. Meet at the Wave 
carpark which is at the ocean end of Bone’s Road. 


Friday 15—Sunday 17: 8.00 a.m. Meet as above to 
check the traps. 


5-8 May 2016 


Thursday—Sunday survey 
Details not yet available. 


Campout, Yaugher 
10-13 June 2016 


Queen’s Birthday weekend campout at Yaugher to do 
surveys in areas that have been burnt in the past to 
check what species are present. Some space is 
available at our house at Yaugher, or there is camping 
at the Forrest caravan park or at Lake Elizabeth, or 
book in at Forrest Guesthouse. But the weekend will be 
popular with bike-riders so book early! 


Details of program to follow. 


TwoBays 


Whale Project 


This citizens’ science project has been established to 
formalise the recording of cetaceans in the Port Phillip 
Bay, Westernport, Barwon Heads and 
Inverloch regions. 


For more information go to: 


www.dolphinresearch.org.au/two-bays-whale- 
project/ 


Mailing roster 
April: Jan Venters 
May: Chrissy Freestone 





Coming events 


APRIL 2016 MAY 2016 

5 AGM—Members’ Night 3 General Meeting/Wider Geelong Flora lecture: Pat Wright— 
8—11 SEANA camp Geelong (no GFNC excursion) Who’s the smartest, plants or animals? 

14-17 Fauna survey—Bell’s Beach 5-8 Fauna survey (location tba) 

12 Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 10 Plant Group: Meeting, sharing photos and observations 

20 Cadets: Meeting 15 Excursion: CoGG reserves 


: haat T . 18 Cadets: Meeting 
i a eer Loyo= Birds 5 avoi M Venezuela 19 Bird Group: Richard Weatherly—Some thoughts on animals 


‘ an ‘ and birds in art 
28 Mid-week Bird Group excursion: Lake Elizabeth/Forrest 21-22 Orange-bellied Parrot Survey—Craig Morley 


21  Boneseed pull—You Yangs. 
26 Mid-week Bird Group Excursion: Wooloomanata in autumn 


GFNC COMMITTEE 2015-2016 


Barry Lingham 5255 4291 lingham@tpg.com.au 
Deborah Evans 5243 8687 


President 
Vice-President 


Immediate Past President 
Secretary 

Treasurer 

Minute Secretary 
Membership Officer 
Committee Member 


Bruce Lindsay 
Rod Lowther 
Tracey Hinton 
Rod Lowther 


Deborah Evans 


Dean Hewish 
David Boyle 
Grace Lewis 


Graham Possingham 


Bruce Lindsay 


0439 035 277 
5243 7037 
5243 9973 
5247 1537 
5243 8687 


0409 231 755 
5250 1039 
0438 046 363 
5243 6997 
5223 2394 


deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
rod.lowther@live.com 
tracey.hinton@gmail.com 
rod.lowther@live.com 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 


myibook@iprimus.com.au 
davidboyle48@gmail.com 
g.e.lewis@hotmail.com 
g.possingham@gmail.com 
brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and OTHER CLUB POSITIONS 


Bird Group 

Conservation Group 

Editor 

Sub-editor 

Geelong Bird Report 

Jerringot Group 

Librarian 

Fauna Survey Group 

Web-master 

Eco Book Group 

General Meeting Minutes 

Mid-week Bird Group Excursion 
Convenor 

Cadets 


Craig Morley 
Bruce Lindsay 


Chrissy Freestone 
Deborah Evans 


Craig Morley 


Bela Bard-Brucker 
Lorraine Phelan 
Trevor Pescott 


Dean Hewish 


Lorraine Phelan 


Vacant 


Lynne Clarke 
Jeff Dagg 


5221 4604 
5223 2394 
0417 379 033 
5243 8687 
5221 4604 
5243 7072 
5243 0636 
5243 4368 
0409 231 755 
5243 0636 


0439 390 801 
0419 551 847 


Submissions to Geelong Naturalist 


craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
brucelindsay@aapt.net.au 
chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 
deborah.evans@deakinprime.com 
craigmorley5@bigpond.com 
bbardbrucker@gmail.com 
lphelan@bigpond.com.au 
ppescott@optusnet.com.au 
myibook@iprimus.com.au 
lphelan@bigpond.com.au 


alynneclarke@gmail.com 
gfncadets@gmail.com 


The closing date for the next magazine will be Monday evening, 25 April 2016 


Early lodgement of articles (small & large—maximum 2 pages) would be a great help—late copy may not be accepted. 
Photographs—appropriately labelled, digital as .jpg and slides or prints for scanning—to the editor, 


Chrissy Freestone: chrissy.freestone@iinet.net.au 


GFNC meetings are held in the Geelong Botanic Gardens meeting room, and start at 8.00 p.m. 
Entrance is at the intersection of Holt Rd and Eastern Park Circuit in Eastern Park. [VWelway 452 G4] 


Copyright: 


The Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. aims to make information accessible to a wide audience. 


This publication and its contents are subject to copyright under the laws of Australia and, through international treaties, other 
countries. Generally the copyright in materials in this publication is owned or licensed to the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Unless otherwise indicated you may copy, distribute, display, or print the material in this publication for your own personal use, for 
non-commercial educational purposes or for non-commercial use within your organisation. You may not alter content and must 
attribute the copyright owner (author) listed on the publication, or the Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. where no author is listed. 
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